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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SETO, TH 

SUBJECT: EXTENDING SEATO SECGEN APPOINTMENT 

1. THERE IS A GROWING CONSENSUS AMONG THE SEATO COUNCIL OF 
REPRESENTATIVES THAT ITWOULD BE PRUDENT TO EXTEND THE SEATO 
SECGEN, SUNTHORN HONGLADAROM, IN HIS PRESENT POSITION FOR 
TWO YEARS. THE BRITISH COUNCIL REP IS IN THE CHAIR THIS 
MONTH AND HAS BEEN SOUNDING OUT THE OTHER REPS WITH A VIEW 
TO CONVEYING OUR JOINT RECOMMENDATION TO THE RTG. 

2. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE WISE TO INJECT A NEW MAN 
IN THE SECGEN POSITION AT THIS JUNCTURE. THE NEW DEP. 

SECGEN HAS NOT YET BEEN DESIGNATED BUT WILL BE A FILIPINO 
AND TWO OTHER TOP INTERNATIONAL STAFF POSITIONS WILL BE NEW 
PEOPLE. SUNTHORN HAS DONE AN ABLE JOB AND FROM THE 
STANDPOINT OF CONTINUITY IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO KEEP HIM IN 
THE POSITION. 

3. 1 PLAN TO AGREE THAT SUNTHORN IS A GOOD CHOICE TO 
CONTINUE AS SECGEN WHEN THE SUBJECT COMES UP, AS IT IS 
LIKELY TO DO AT AN EARLY DATE. THE COUNCIL REPS' VIEWS 
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MAY NOT BE ACCEPTED BY THE RTG AND THEY ARE, OF COURSE, 
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FREE TO NOMINATE ANOTHER THAI CANDIDATE IF THEY CHOOSE. 
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